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Human Sexuality as a Critical Subfield
| SOC|aI WOI’k (McCave, Shepard & Winter, 2014)

Problems

A lack of understanding
of any major aspect of
one’s culture or identity

Experience interactions
with clients regarding
sexuality as overly
personal, sensitive, and
uncomfortable.

(Holley, Tavassoli, & Stromwell, 2016; Swislow, 2015).

Reasons
Education

 The curriculum is
not inclusive of
LGBTQ content

Fail to establish
culturally competent
practice as an ethical

standard within the
profession

(NASW, 2008). Practice

e “Problem-focused/
Negativity of
Sexuality

Ultimately, the
effectiveness of
services to clients may
be compromised

Research

« Lack knowledge
and co-production
with communities



Human Sexuality as a
— Critical Subfield in Social Work

‘ NASW (2008) specifically states
In the Ethical Standard 1.05,
“Cultural Competence and Social
Diversity,” that social workers are
ethically bound to “...understand the
nature of social diversity and
oppression with respect to ...sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity or
expression ..marital status...”
(para. 30).




Reflection of our Practice Patterns

e (Myers & Milner, 2007)

- Gender and sexuality issues framed as “problems”
to be solved by helping professionals

- Social workers unknowingly perpetuate the cycle of
sexual oppression by delivering services that are
based on erroneous assumptions and personal
judgments, or avoiding such topics all together.

- Social work’s response to human sexuality mirrors
the larger cultural norms and values on sexuality,

_ _ . Case Sharing:
which favours social control rather than the field’s Jenny and her “doting parents”

stated emphasis on self-determination.

500+ LGBTQ youth in the child welfare system described
“negative stereotypes and beliefs about LGBTQ people” as the

“number one barrier” to positive child welfare services
(Woronroff, Estrada, & Sommer, 2006, p. 2).



Gender, Sexual, and Relationship Diversity (GSRD)

o Sexual Orientation Gender Identity & Expression
WHO (2006) suggests Human Sexuality is ...

a central aspect of being human throughout
life and encompasses sex, gender identities
and roles, sexual orientation, eroticism, '
pleasure, intimacy and reproduction. | OVE
Sexuality is experienced and expressed in
thoughts, fantasies, desires, beliefs,
attitudes, values, behaviours, practices, Sexual Fetishes & Kinks Relationship Diversity
roles and relationships. While sexuality can \ V) |
include all of these dimensions, not all of them
are always experienced or expressed.

Sexuality is influenced by the interactions of
biological, psychological, social, economic,
political, cultural, ethical, legal, historical,
religious and spiritual factors. (para. 6)




Do you know these terms?

» Heterosexual « Cisgender

 Homosexual « Non-binary

» Bisexual * Transgender

« Asexual e Expression: Cross-dresser

« Pansexual/Demisexual « Expression: Drag Queen/King
» A Sexual Fetish: A way of pleasuring that » Solo-ness and singledom

must be part of the sexual experience for
sexual gratification.

* A Kink: A sexual interest a partner may
pursue because it excites them.

« Monogamy

¢ non-consensual non-
monogamy /Infidelity

« E.g. Age play, Foot play, Impact play, - Polyamory
Role play, Stigmatophilia/ piercings, « Open relationship
Urophilia /water sports, - Swinging

Voyeurism/exhibitionism



"We finally decided we were in

ot b : "You can only be my girlfriend ;
“We can have sex with other people. a relationship with Alice and Bob. if you ag r‘eey‘ro be rng husband's v2.5.1 ©2010 Franklin Veaux
As long as it's just sex. No love." And why stop there?” girlfriend t00." WWw.xeromadg.com

"This is my wife, her boyfriend, . o
“Yes, Mr. Hefner, I'd love to be part my boyfriend, and our girlfriend. My husband allows me to have another girlfriend
of your harem. Wow, nice mansion!" Her husband will be joining us later." but I am not allowed to have another man.

"We are looking for our third
to complete our family."

"My husband died. As his brother,
Onan, it is your duty to give me a baby."

“My boyfriend digs that I'm an escort.”

"No, seriously, we're a poly/mono
couple. My wife just doesn't know.”

"I never specifically said

we weren't exclusive. Never "As the leader of this eul¥ radical

said we were, either.” \ o new religion of truth, T get a harem.”
or

"My husband the senat Com merce

is not having relations
with his secretary.” —

"We sometimes hire a
partner for threesomes.”

“I now pronounce you
man and wife and sister-wife."

"Since the Prophet wills it,
we must be married.”

"I see the credit card bills.
Don't need to know any more."

"Don't tell me about it,
don't bring 'em home,
don't fall in love."  —_|
"My husband the minister
is not having relations =~ —_
with that male escort.”
"T visit the brothels
when I travel" — —""

"What happens in
Vegas, stays in Vegas."

"When my husband's on
deployment, we can fool around.”

"My husband isn't into BDSM, so
I found another partner who is.”

x «

Cheating

“I'm bisexual, so I have one of each!"

"As the Dom, I get a harem.”

“As your Dom, I like sharing you
with my friend Jay. He does, too.”

177

"We've been swinging with Alice and Bob
for 15 years. They almost feel like family.”

;

"I like watching someone else
dominate my husband."

\

"As your Dom, I've arranged

*We're monogamous. Except this gang-bang for you. Have fun!”

when he's on the road.”

"Dragon*Con!
e venn ettty
“We like swing clubs and

public sex but only have
sex with each other.”

n
"Dragon*Con Room Party!
Need I say more?”

"My wife and T like to

hook up at raves.”
other partners, but I really

“I'm too busy for a relationship.
I I | So are all my partners.”
O y a O ry vPe prefer not to know the details.” "My husband's not gay,

"Qooh! Key partyl” *Dogging! Need I say more?” he just goes to the bathhouse on weekends."

“As your sub, T like having sex
with whoever you tell me to."

“Cuckold fetish! Need I say more?>”

"We like swinging,
but only with Alice and Bob."

\ Xy

"BDSM play parties!
Need I say more?"

"You can do D/s stuff with other
people, but only if there's no sex
and no emoational connection.”

« Casual Sex

4

"T onl to BDSM pl
mrgr?;%:}h; T'm si "Z'z)-’" "You can do D/s stuff with other

"You can have / people, but only if there's no sex.”



Social Work Dealing with GSRD

]
“High incidence of mental Sexu a"t and The use of direct
health disorders among Health and : y payments for sex could
lesbians and gay men” and Mental Health Disability make social workers'
that “lesbian, gay, and jobs tougher and
bisexual youths were five (Davison & Huntington, 2010) R LT T e L endanger council funding

times more likely to
attempt suicide than their

heterosexual peers” (peits,
Rolbiecki, and Albright, 2014, p. 132)

for disabled people.

Sexual issues
Clients in social
work practice

Young people are using exua“ty The effects of
pornography to inform their ACross polygamy on children

' . (Lim et : and adolescents
;ex;gl1 g?perlences (Lime the Lif espan

(Schwartz, Diefendorf, &
McGlynn-Wright, 2014)



Intersectionality of Gender & Sexuality

Racial and Sexual Violence Pyramid

_ ”Systems Of Oppression give greater SOCiaI Adverse Childhood Experiences Murder Lynching Genocide Neglect in Healthcare

_ Death
power to some people over others based on | N —
Gpe  PHEEES
race, gender, sexual orientation, ability, and Seny,, RN .
L _ ay,  MEOEEEN  Violence
other aspects of identity. Working towards a o - - - - —
T nﬁh‘-‘i Reproductive Contrel  Funding  English Only Services  ludicial System

future without sexual violence means that Cende. o Eacia\?i_ cation Homelessness Prison Pipeline (abuse to-/school to-)

o B GER N Employment Discrimination Healthcare

. ey : i ﬁbﬂ - 5 - - E -
Rl
need to respond to a complex and il  Problematic Language  Fetishism  Sexualized language
(e i ¥ T . .
layered reality that centers the Street by, ?‘a@aﬁ*‘;m TemSimnes SEEEEEE
THalma 1
. Ob; i pacial PO e SR

needs of those survivors most blectifcat oprietion Individual Acts of Prejudice

“There are two sides to every story”

ma rgl na I |Zed, Sl Ienced' Belief people are better than others based on identity

an d unseen ," . E M bayp - 0 ; Forgiveness of perpetrator if white
lof . Not Believing POC/Survivor Experience(s)

Attitudes & Beliefs

Source: al y,
California Coalition Against Sexual Assault fnfEnCE Rada"t



The Experience of Mothers in
— Polygamous Families (Gadban & Goldner, 2020)

- 80 lIsraeli Arab mothers living in polygamous families who use POLYGAMY
social services, domestic violence agencies, and health y Y- g -~
centres. | :

- A family drawing can shed light on family dynamics such as
physical intimacy or distance, the emotional tone in the home
setting, aspects of closeness, isolation, rejection, and
dominance among different family members

- Although most of the drawings communicated the experience
realistically through the use of houses and human figures and
attempted to depict a normative life, their drawings also
revealed negative feelings of loneliness, helplessness,
confusion, and internal distress.




_ Competency-based Approach

Biopsychosocial
model

Account for diversity
in biology,
psychology and
social context

Understand the complex
dimensions that inform
our understanding of
sexuality (Berry & Berry,
2013; Russell, 2012)

Anti-oppressive
practice

Recognizes the
impact of culture,
key social
institutions, political

systems, and
relationships in the
perpetuation of
social inequality
(Dominelli, 2002).

Trauma-informed
practice

Minimize the risk of
revictimization, triggering, or
retraumatization.

Adapting language and using a
non-judgmental attitude

Respect boundaries and
demonstrate knowledge and
awareness (Auteri, 2015).



Conceptual Framework of Sexual Well-being for
Women with Physical Disability

Intrapersonal factors

« Physical function and conditions, « Knowledge « Social support

« Therapeutic aids « Affect  Diversity

» Preparation for sex * |dentity » Access to information
« Body positioning « Body image « Attitudinal barriers

Nery-Hurwit, 2022

Physical factors

Environmental factors

Empowerment and agency
Feelings of desire
Perception of partner satisfaction

« Communication with health care provider » Devaluing

« Partner communication » Desexualization

» Opportunity for relationships  Fetishization

« Partner qualities « Stranger fascination

Intimacy



Postmodern-informed Approach

Its proponents With its concern Social work
argue that it offers for social justice, maintains

a dynamic, social work should heteronormative
collaborative attend to how discourses, failing
enhancement to multiple, to challenge
anti-oppressive Intersecting dominant
models, keeping discourses assumptions

the goal of social construct and about gender and
justice intact maintain privilege sexuality. (Hicks,
(Cocker & Hafford- and, by definition, 2008)

Letchfied, 2014). > marginalization ’
(Rossiter, 2005). A




Sexual Citizenship of tesexnapotesef”
— People with Disabilities s, HISARIIY

DESERES -

TOM SHAKESPEARE,

Disabled young people are sexual beings, and deserve By ¢ cusncsu
equal rights and opportunities to have control over, | el

choices about, and access to their sexuality, sexual
expression, and fulfilling relationships throughout
their lives. (Sonali, 2017)

Consequences:

« lower levels of sexual knowledge / sex education;

* |nadequate sex health support;

* |naccessibility to good sex and relationships;

« Lack of sexual safety against exploitation and violence;

« Lack of learn about sexual rights, sexual identity, and
sexual expression.
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Sex Volunteer Service - HandAngels

- “Hand Angel” is an organization devoted to promoting sexual rights.
Founded in early 2013 by a group of gay men, we initially only intended

to provide services for gay men with severe disabilities.

- Among the 30 volunteers at Hand Angel, there are LGBT, heterosexuals,
sex workers, social workers, long-term care professionals, office

workers, university professors, parents and students.

- As of April 2023, we’ve provided 50 times of services, among which 6%

are female and 94% are male.

Sex Volunteer Service (2013-2023 April)
1 time for a transgender service receiver,

4 times for bisexual service receivers,

9 times for homosexual service receivers

36 times for heterosexual service receivers







« Examine the dominant
understanding of gender,
sexuality, and relationships in
your cultural and/or community
contexts

Reflexively engage with your
own position in relation to
GSRD

Become aware of your implicit
biases, and the structural
inequalities in your wider
society, and reflect on these in
training and perhaps through
contemplative practice (Barker,
2015; Berila, 2016).

 SPACE -- to have training and

self-reflection around GSRD,
and other intersections.

Ensure online and offline
materials reflect GSRD, e.g.
posters on waiting room walls,
magazines, books, images on
website, etc.

Ensure any forms for clients
include all possible GSRD
options where relevant,
including options beyond ‘male
and ‘female’, and that they do
not make normative
assumptions (e.g. that a client
will be sexual, or will have only
one partner).

~ Good Practice Across GSRD

* Respect clients’ gender,

sexuality, and relationship style,
and be open to the diversity of
ways in which they may, or may
not, self-identify and/or
practise these.

Be aware that not all
supervisors will necessarily
have expertise on GSRD
issues. In such cases it can be
useful to access additional
formal and/or peer supervision
on top of your regular
supervision, in relation to a
particular client or client group



	Gender & Sexuality in Social Work
	Human Sexuality as a Critical Subfield in Social Work (McCave, Shepard & Winter, 2014)
	Human Sexuality as a �Critical Subfield in Social Work
	Reflection of our Practice Patterns (Myers & Milner, 2007)
	Gender, Sexual, and Relationship Diversity (GSRD)
	Do you know these terms?
	Slide Number 7
	Social Work Dealing with GSRD
	Intersectionality of Gender & Sexuality
	The Experience of Mothers in Polygamous Families  (Gadban & Goldner,  2020)
	Competency-based Approach
	Conceptual Framework of Sexual Well-being for Women with Physical Disability�Nery-Hurwit, 2022
	Postmodern-informed Approach
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Good Practice Across  GSRD

