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war, of ecological
disaster, of
surveillance, and
the gapsin
transmissions to
explain how matter
becomes the
agenttobear
witness. This book
offers acompelling
case forthe
extended
evidential prowess
lurking in grains,
pixels, molecules,
particles,and inthe
blurry outlines of x-
rays or the fuzz of

radiation. MATERIAL

WITNESS is
brilliantanditis
sharp.”
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violence — explored through a series of cases dra
Vietham, and elsewhere.

In this book, Susan Schuppli introduces a new ope
witness, an exploration of the evidential role of ma
external events and exposing the practices and pr
matter to bear witness. Organized in the format of
Witness moves through a series of cases that proy
which materials become contested agents of dispi
holders gather.

These cases include an extraordinary videotape di
at Izbica, Kosovo, used as war crimes evidence ag
the telephonic transmission of an iconic photograg
girl fleeing an accidental napalm attack; radioactiv
discovered in Canada's coastal waters five years ¢
Fukushima Daiichi; and the ecological media or “di:
the Deep Water Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexi
degree to which a rearrangement of matter expos
witnessing, raising questions about what can be ki
which is seen or sensed, about who or what is able
things, and about whose stories will be heeded or

An artist-researcher, Schuppli offers an analysis tt
sensibility with a forensic imagination rich in techn
relink the material world and its affordances with t
and the political.
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