


“The	greatest	trick	the	devil	ever	pulled	was	
convincing	the	world	he	didn't	exist.”
The	Usual	Suspects	(1995)



“The	greatest	trick	the	alphabet	ever	pulled	was	
convincing	the	world	it	wasn’t	a	technology.”











“This invention, O King,” said Theuth, “will make the
Egyptians wiser and will improve their memories; for it
is an elixir of memory and wisdom that I have
discovered.”

Plato,	Phaedrus,	274.



“For this invention will produce
forgetfulness in the minds of those who
learn to use it, because they will not
practice their memory. Their trust in
writing, produced by external characters
which are no part of themselves, will
discourage the use of their own memory
within them. You have invented an elixir
not of memory, but of reminding; and you
offer your pupils the appearance of
wisdom, not true wisdom, for they will
read many things without instruction and
will therefore seem to know many things,
when they are for the most part ignorant
and hard to get along with, since they are
not wise, but only appear wise.”

Plato,	Phaedrus,	275a	and	b.



“Writing, Phaedrus, has this strange quality,
and is very like painting; for the creatures of
painting stand like living beings, but if one
asks them a question, they preserve a solemn
silence. And so it is with written words; you
might think they spoke as if they had
intelligence, but if you question them, wishing
to know about their sayings, they always say
only one and the same thing. And every word,
when once it is written, is bandied about, alike
among those who understand and those who
have no interest in it, and it knows not to
whom to speak or not to speak; when ill-
treated or unjustly reviled it always needs its
father to help it; for it has no power to protect
or help itself.”

Plato,	Phaedrus,	275e.















Paperweight:	A	Newspaper	of	Visual	and	Material	Culture



Paperweight	Radio
Explorations	in	Visual	
and	Material	Culture
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Uzuakoli in	music	and	medicine
A	cultural	history	of	leprosy	control	in	
Nigeria
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