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Sources: DfES, 2005a, table a; DfES, 2006a, tables 7 & 8; DfE, 2010a, table 2a; DfE, 2013, table 2a; DfE, 2014a, table 2a 


Source: DfE, 2010a, table 2a. 


* E.Bacc Penalty = the proportion of students successful in the old measure who fail to secure the E.Bacc 
Source: DfE, 2014a, table 2a. 

Sources: DfES, 2005a, table a; DfES, 2006a, tables 7 & 8; DfE, 2010a, table 2a; DfE, 2013, table 2a; DfE, 2014a, table 2a 
Figure 1: Five or more higher grade GCSE passes, any subject, 1988 – 2013 (percentages)
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Figure 2: The Introduction of the ‘Gold Standard’:
two measures compared, 2006 (percentages)
5+ A*-C any subject	White British	Black Caribbean	57.5	44.9	Gold Standard	White British	Black Caribbean	44.3	29.5	percentage

Figure 3: The E.Bacc Penalty*:
two measures compared, percentages, England 2011 
Gold Standard	White British	Black Caribbean	58.2	48.6	E.Bacc	White British	Black Caribbean	15.3	7.6	percentage



Figure 4: 25 Years of the Black/White Gap: moving the goalposts, 
1988 – 2013
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